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March is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month.  
OFW is preparing for 
March 27th, Denim 
Day, and a special 
event with FiberWorks 
(more about Fiberworks 
& Denim Day) and the 
Center for Women & 
Families.  So mark your 
calendar and Save The 
Date!  Plan to drop by 
810 Barret Ave, March 
27th, between 10am 
and 3pm. 
 
Register your commit-
ment to support victims 
of sexual assault on 
March 27th by going to 
this link and telling us 
whether you are joining 
the Denim Day as an 
individual or if you are 
the Denim Day contact 
for a group.  
 
We’ll be asking for 
Denim Day photos! 

 

The Americana Community Center with support from   
Office for Women hosted an International Women’s Day 
Luncheon on March 8th.  
 

Five women honorees and those who nominated them are 
shown in the photo taken by the Americana Community 
Center: (L to R) Amber Duke, of the ACLU of KY, nomi-
nated Shakyari Palacios; Waffa Habal, nominated by 
Anna Leckie; Asya Akca, nominated by Marsha Weinstein 

of Louisville Girls Leadership; Prady Rivera, nominated 
by Jared Zarantonello of Americana (not pictured); Emilie 
Dyer of Americana, who nominated Wawa Win Nyunt; 
Changwa Muya, nominated by Ashley Marshall of PACT 
in Action. 
 

International Women’s Day is a world wide movement to 
show appreciation and respect for all women and to 
raise awareness of sexual  violence against women.  In 
keeping with that theme Dr. Riffat Hassan, professor 

emerita in Humanities at the  
University of Louisville, provided 
the keynote speech.  
 

Dr. Hassan dedicated her speech 
to young Pakistani activist Malala 
Yousafzai, who has become the 
youngest Nobel Prize nominee. 
You can see Malala telling her 
story during her recovery from 
being gunned down for advocat-
ing for the education of girls. 
More about her Nobel Prize nomi-
nation is here.  

The Louisville Metro Office for Women (OFW) uses policy and advocacy to improve the status of women in the Louisville Metro area. OFW is a 
Policy, Advocacy & Community Outreach office within the Louisville Metro Department of Community Services and Revitalization. OFW Committee 
involvement examines women’s needs, system responses and assists in development of recommendations. The Office serves as an information and  
resource hub, maximizing resources through community education & partnerships, communication, collaboration, interns/volunteers and technology.  
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Highlights: International Women’s Day @ ACC  

Dr. Riffat Hassan, March 8th, 
2013 (photo courtesy of the 
Americana Community Cen-

Each year Office For Women and Metro employees 
support the Center for Women and Families’ Denim 
Day Awareness project.  Denim Day is one of several 
activities during  March in observance of Sexual   
Assault Awareness Month (SAAM).   
 

Last year several thousand people in Kentuckiana 
signed on to raise awareness of sexual assault by 
wearing jeans on Denim Day.  
 

Please join us in taking a stand for victims of  
sexual assault & in the effort to raise awareness.  
Participation is easy!  To be counted: Register & 
wear denim on March 27th. 
 

Please register online so we can provide an  
accurate count to the Center. We will also be sharing 
information about a special Denim Day with Fiber-
Works and the Center for Women & Families at 810 
Barret Ave on the 27th. 
 

Last year over 1200 Metro Employees stepped up 
for Denim Day.  Let’s make 2013 a record setting 
year for awareness and support of victims! 

Facts and Questions about Denim Day 
 

Denim Day originated as a protest to an Italian High 
Court overturning a rape conviction because the victim 
wore jeans. The women of the Italian legislature pro-
tested the decision by wearing jeans to the afternoon  
legislative session. 
 

Why do we wear jeans?  

To make a social statement as a visible means of 

protest against myths that surround sexual assault. 
What is the Denim Day Mission? 
a. Educate: There is no excuse for rape. 
b. Promote: Awareness of the prevalence of rape. 
c. Empower: Step forward, take a stand against rape. 

What does the Denim Day violet circle symbolize?  

It is a symbol of protection and healing and the 

color violet is associated with inner strength to  en-
dure undesirable situations. 

What does the forward movement of the jeans represent?  

The forward movement of the jeans symbolizes a 

survivor of rape moving forward; gaining power 
and strength. 

http://www.louisvilleky.gov/CSR
http://americanacc.org/category/fiberworks/
http://americanacc.org/category/fiberworks/
http://www.thecenteronline.org
http://www.thecenteronline.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Denim_Day_2013
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/video/malala-yousafzai-speaks-18405032
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/video/malala-yousafzai-speaks-18405032
http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/345405
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OFW-Louisville/157865860942944?ref=hl
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Denim_Day_2013
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From Women 4 Women:  
 
Have You Identified Your Personal Brand? 
 
When:  
Thursday, April 11, 2013 
Doors open at 5 p.m.;  
Program 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  

 Where: Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana 
2115 Lexington Road 
Louisville, KY 
  
Registration:  
$20 - Join 4 a Voice Members 
$30 - Non-Members 
Register now at w4w.org. 

 

 

Community Calendar & News  

Disclaimer:   
Office For Women cannot guarantee accuracy of information from third parties. Please use contact information provided to confirm dates, times, 
and locations. All messages made available as part of the OFW e-News and any opinions, advice, statements or other information contained in 
any messages posted or transmitted for or by a third party are the responsibility of the author of that message and not Office For Women or  
Metro Government.  
 

Harvesting e-mail addresses is strictly prohibited; it is not the intent of the sender or the legal recipients to utilize this publication in any other  
manner other than as expressly intended. Failure to adhere to this process may be unlawful.  

  

  

Beyond the Books: The power to Make a Difference 
is a workshop for teachers and counselors seeking 
to support their immigrant students 
THURSDAY MARCH 14, 5-8:30 PM 
LIMITED NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
Mari Mujica, PhD, and Alexis Meza, DREAMer, 
Journalist, and activist will facilitate this workshop in 

conjunction with the exhibit of the photo-
ethnographies. 
Sueños de Mujer, Barreras de Inmigrante (Women’s 
Dreams, Immigrant Barriers)  which opens at  
Wayside Expressions Gallery, (Wayside Christian 
Mission Hotel Louisville, 120 West Broadway) this 
Friday.  E-Mail To Register  
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March is Women’s 
History Month! 
 
The Kentucky Commis-
sion on Women is hold-
ing the annual Kentucky 
Women Remembered 
ceremony in Frankfort 
at the Capitol Rotunda 
on Tues., March 12th 
when three 2013 nomi-
nees will be honored.  
 
You can see the list of 
current Kentucky 
Women Remembered 
here.  

 
Women’s History Month 
is an annual observance 
to write women back 
into history. 
 
Check out the nomina-
tions for Today’s 
Woman magazine’s 
2013 Most Admired 
Woman.  We think 
you’ll see some very 
worthy candidates! 
 
You can visit  
Today’s Woman  
online to see local  
activities of interest to 
women.  
 

OFW Louisville on  

Facebook 
 

Women’s  
Organizations 
 

OFW Reports &  
Publications 

 

 

March is: 
Women’s History Month 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) 
 
 

Today (Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 1:00 p.m.) the 
Kentucky Commission on Women is hosting  
Kentucky Women Remembered  in the Capitol 
Rotunda, Frankfort, Kentucky.   
 
This year’s honorees are:  
Lois Howard Gray (posthumously) 
Honorable Thelma Stovall (posthumously) 
Mary Eugenia Wharton (posthumously)  

UofL to screen ‘Girl Rising,’ film depicting impor-
tance of education for girls worldwide—Free 
screenings of “Girl Rising,” a new film about the 
power of educating girls for positive social change. 
 

Relationship Ready Seminar for Single Women  
March 23, 2013 from 10am - 12noon 
Laws Lodge, located on the campus of Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista Road. 
Registration: $85(includes 15-min relationship    
consultation) TO REGISTER:  
Email EmergingWoman@insightbb.com  
PRESENTER:  Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist, 
C.M. Smith  

Louisville Girls Leadership Pre-
sents Girls IdeaFestival 
 
Louisville Girls Leadership will  
present Girls IdeaFestival on  

Sunday April 21, 2013 from 1:30 to 6:00 pm at 
the Spalding University Center Building located at 
824 South 4th Street Louisville, KY. The event is 
free if you register online at www.bit.ly/gifestival 
otherwise the cost is $5.00 at the door. 

Without “U” there is no S ccess!    Dress for Success 
Louisville is issuing a challenge to all the women’s groups 
in our community to support our cause on Thursday, 
March 21, 2013 for a fun, wonderful event, Gals & 
Guys Hats & Ties Silent Auction & Fashion Show at  
historic Churchill Downs from 6 – 9 p.m.  This powerful 
event benefits a diverse group of unemployed & under-

employed women in our community with vital career 
clothing, career development for their job readiness and 
path to self-sufficiency.  Tickets are only $50 in ad-
vance; $60 at the door. Awesome hats & ties donated 
by some of Louisville’s finest designers and community 
leaders, fashion show, food and entertainment makes 
this a must see and experience event. 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=8ehvoqiab&v=0014Ey5FNw0bDIyEBF9pXvr1h2JvBSolK21Yv8PU1_opTZT-dnhBNbZ2I7c3AA_AlGRkg_Xn2RPcHXgLtz9QqAkY3ynv6_GrMfXWPwrhPwkbT9kbhyoqsyc2fxI5JTy0uPm1NcI7kI7nYk%3D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001AMIfxg9MkMnvxpEp2pW9UABSYjLddO7sNyO0QxUMQ-sf3tsSca6UQrqgBMLPhSKJWV-8Z1x05wcIiu-DV8aB6Dnu5eR1uZLCA4R1XhRMLs0lXPc7f7LYo43TycXDB648PWdLf5eJD3CKtOgzJf7mRQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001AMIfxg9MkMnvxpEp2pW9UABSYjLddO7sNyO0QxUMQ-sf3tsSca6UQrqgBMLPhSKJWV-8Z1x05wcIiu-DV8aB6Dnu5eR1uZLCA4R1XhRMLs0lXPc7f7LYo43TycXDB648PWdLf5eJD3CKtOgzJf7mRQ==
http://louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/default.htm
mailto:Mari%20Mujica?subject=Beyond%20the%20Books
http://women.ky.gov/about/kwr.htm
http://sp1.actemarketing.com/Todays_Publications.julie/SurveyMAW2013/Survey.aspx
http://sp1.actemarketing.com/Todays_Publications.julie/SurveyMAW2013/Survey.aspx
http://www.todayswomannow.com/
http://www.todayswomannow.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/OFW-Louisville/157865860942944
http://www.facebook.com/pages/OFW-Louisville/157865860942944
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/BeInvolved/WomensOrganizations.htm
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/BeInvolved/WomensOrganizations.htm
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Publications
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Publications
http://womenshistorymonth.gov/
http://www.kasap.org/SAAM.html
mailto:EmergingWoman@insightbb.com
http://www.bit.ly/gifestival

